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Diſſertation 


UPON 


|Woater- Baptiſm. 


_ 


The TEX IS, 


O ye therefore and Teach all Nations, Math; 25, 
Baptizing (or Diping) them intothe '** 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gooft. 
That they ſhould not depart from Jeru- 43s 1 45, 
ſalem, but wait for the Promiſe of the 
Father, which, ſays he, ye have heard of me : 
For John truly Baptized with Water, but 
Je ſhall be Baptized with the Holy Gboſt, 
not many days hence. 
Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe Als ic, 
ſoould not be Baptized, which have received 47- 
the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we ? 
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The TEXTS. 
As 11. Aud as I began Fo ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt 


5, 16 [fon them, as on us at the beginning : 
Then remembred I the Word of the Lord, 
how that he ſaid, John indeed Baptized 
with Water, bat ye ſhall be Baptized with 
the Holy Ghofl. 

As 16.3. Paul Circumciſed Timothy, becauſe of 

the Jews, which were in thoſe Quarters. 

I thank God that I Baptized none of 
you, but Criſpus and Gaius, leſt any 
Man ſhould ſay, that I Baptized in my 
Own Nane: And I alſo Baptized the 
Houſhold of Stephanus: Beſides I know 
not whether 1 Baptized any other : For 


1 Cor. 14. 
15,16, 170 


Chriſt ſent me not to Baptize, but to Preach 
the Goſpel, 
. - or. 22 But we have the Mind of Chriſt. 
s Cor. go: 190 I be free, yet have I made my ſelf 
19, 20,21, Servant unto all, that I might gain the 
—ſ more : Unto the Jews, I became as a Jew, 


that 1 might cain the Jews: To them 
that are under the Law, as wander the 
Law, that I micht gain them that are 
under the Law: To them that are with- 
out Law, as without Law —— that 1 
might gain them that are without Law, 
Jo the Weak, I became Weak, that I 
might gain the Weak: I am made all 

things 


The TEXTS. | 
things to all Men, that 1 might by all 
means ſave ſome. 

For by One Spirit, we are Baptized into _ 

One Body, whether we be Jews or Gen- _—_ 2 
tiles, whether we be Bond or Free; and 
have been all made to arink into One 
Spertt. 

For I ſuppoſe I was not @ whit behind 2 Cor. 11. 
the very Chiefeſt Apoſtles. Are they Hes 5+ 33: 23- 
brews? So am I. Are they the Seed of 
Abraham ? So am I. Are they Miniſters 
of Chriſt? I am more. | 

For in nothing am I behind the very 
Chijefeſt Apoſtles. 4 

If I build again the things which I de- Gd. 2.18, 
ſftroyed, I make my ſelf a Tranſgreſſor. 

Having aboliſhed in his Fleſh the Enmi- xy. 2.15. 
ty, even, the Law of Commanaments, 
contained in Ordinances, for to make in 
himſelf, of twain, One new Man, ſo ma- 
king Peace. 

There is One Body, and One Spirit, Eph: 4- 4 
even One hope of your Calling ; One Lord, " " 
One Faith, One Baptiſm ; One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and thro? 
all, and in ou oll. 
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Col. 2.14, 


The TEXTS; 
Blotting out the Hand-writing of Ordis 


20, 21,22. Anances, obich WAS ag ainſt #5, which WAS 


1 Fet. Zo 


contrary unto us, and took it out of the 
Way, Nailing it fo his Croſs. Wherefore, 
if you be Dead with Chriſt, from the Ra- 
diments of the World ; Why, as living in 
the World, are ye ſubjeft to Ordinances ? 
Touch-not, taſte not, handle not ; which 
are all to periſh with the uſing, after the 
Commandments and Dottrines of Men ? 
Which things have . indeed a ſhow of Wiſ- 
dom, in Will-Worſhip, Humility, &c. 

The like unto which Figure, even Bap- 
tiſm aoth alſo now ſave us; not the put- 
ting away the filth of the Fleſh, but the 
Anſwer of 4 200d Conſcience towards God, 
by the Reſurret tion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Dyflerration 


UPON 


W ater- Baptiſm. 


[. Hat Matth. 28. 19. Go ye 
therefore and Teach all Nati- 
ons, Baptizing ( or Dipping ) 


them into the Name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, contains no 
Inſtitution of Baptizing with Water ; but 
only a fingular Commiſhon. to the Eleven 
Apoſtles, and that with them it ended. 
There is a great deal of Difference be- 
tween an Inſtitution, and a Commiſhon : 
The firſt is of a General Import, and in- 
cludes all the Orders of the Perſons inclu- 
ded in it, thro? all Succeſſions of Times. 
Whereas, a Commiſſhon is only a Special 
Order, to ſome particular Perſons, and ends 
A 4 at 


(3) 
at ſome ſpecial period of Time, according 
to the Will of him who Gives or Grants 
it; but at fartheſt, if not revok*d, never 

oes beyond the term of Life. This clear- 
F; appears from the Words of the Apoſtle 
Paul, » Cor. 1. 14, and 17, who ſays, He 
was not "wg to Baptize, but to Preach the 
Goſpel ; y which it appears, that not be- 
ing included in the Admonition of Marth, 
28. 19, That it was no Inſtitution to de- 
ſcend to the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
but only a ſingular Commiſſion to them, 
for ſome Special Purpoſe and Intention of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that with them ir 
ended; for that it did not deſcend, nor was 
continued to the thirteenth Apoſtle, that 
great Apoſtle Paul. 

II. The Reaſon I render for this, is, Be- 
cauſe if it had been a real Inſtitution of 
the Ordinance of Baptiſm to the whole 
Church of God, and to the Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, that then it would have in- 
cluded in it the Thirteenth Apoſtle, even 
that great Apoſtle Paul. But he declares, 
in x Cor. 1. 14, 15, 16, 17. That he was 
not ſent to Baptize, but to Preach the Goſ- 
pel; and he thanks God that he had Bap- 
wed no more than Criſpus and Gaius, and 
the Honuſhold of. Stephanus ; beſides whom, 


he 
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he knew not, whether he had Baptized any 
more. Tf he was included in the Admonition 
of Matth.' 28. 19. then he was ſent to 
Baptize, as well as to Preach the Goſpel, 
and ſo prevaricated, and ſeems to' ſpeak 
that which was not true: But if he was 
not \included in it, as his own words, I ' 
think, do ſufficiently inculcate ; then it is 
as clear as the Day, that the Admonition 
was no Inſtitution of ' the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm, nor included in it, any of the 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtle, no, not thoſe 
that immediately followed them ; but was 
only a Commiſſion to the Eleven, which 
ended with their Service. 

ITI. Moreover, If Baptiſm with Water 
had been an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
then the Apoſtle Pau! ought not to have 
declined the Uſe of it, but to have eſta- 
bliſhed ir, to all its Intentions and Purpoſes: 
But he is ſo far from that, that having 
Baptized ſome few Perſons, he abſo- 
utely gives it over, and thanks God, 
that he had Beptized no more, If you ob- 
ject, that That was by reaſon of the abuſe 
of the Ordinance, ſo called, and the ill uſe 
which ſome made of it, as ſetting up for 
Heads of FaQtions, and Parties, &c. I ſay, 
'This is fo far from being an ——_ 

_ | | that 


(10) 

that it onthe contrary eſtabliſhes Our Judg- 
ment : For the Apoſtle in; this Caſe, ought 
not to have recethed, and. bid a Farewel 
to the Ordinance, but rather Correfted the 
Error in, Adminiſtring it, confirmed them 
in the Uſe of it, and continued the Praftice 
thereof ; whereas it 1s. clear, that he did 
the juſt contrary. And if he had ever 
done or pratiſed it afterwards, he had 
then plainly been faulty againſt his own 
Rule, in Ga/. 2. 18. where he fays, If 1 
build again the things which I deſtrojed, I 
make my ſelf a Tranſereſſor, 

IV. If it is objected, That then the Apo- 
ſtle muſt Baptize without any Authority, 
and fo be an ill, Example, which in ſo great 
a Man as he was, might be eſteemed al- 
moſt Criminal, and going beyond his Com» 
miſſion ; whach for the Honour of his Apo- 
{tleſhip, none ought to think. To this I 
Anſwer, That he knew his Freedom and 
Liberty in the Lord: That where an 
Rite or Ceremony was of Service to Chriſt, 
he could uſe it ; and when it might become 
unſerviceable, diſuſe it again: And fo, 
tho? he —_— that if My Circum- 
ciſed, Chriſt. ſbould profit them nothing ; yet 
when he {Ai it ws ule, he = Gir- 


cumciſe Timothy, Acts 16. 3} And thus, 
| becauſe 


(31) 

becauſe of the, Jews, which were in thoſe 
Quarters; vis." becauſe of their Weakneſs, 
that he might not drive them off from 
Chriſt: And yet I hope, that no Man 
will imagine, that Pas! was ſent to Cir- 
cuniciſe. Bur all this was to ſhew, that 
tho? he was Free, 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
yet he made himſelf Servant anto all, that 
he. micht gain the more: To the Jews, ht 
became a'ew ; to them ander the Law, as 
under the Law; to them without Law, as 
without Law, that he might gain ſome of each : 
And therefore in Condeicenſ{ion to their 
Weakneſs, he became Weak with the Weak, 
that be might gain the Weak, &C. 

V. Now it the Apoſtle Paw/ could not 
pretend to a Commiſſion or Power to Bap- 
tize with Water, as not being included 1n 
the Commiſſion of AMatth. 28. 19. It is 
manifeſt, that no other, pretending to be 
a'Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, can pretend to 
the ſame : If he does, he ought to ſhew 
{ome extraordinary Demonſtration, that 
he has received ſuch a [pecial Authority for 
the Practice and Uſe thereof: If he does 
not, Why may I not call it, with the Apo- 
{tle Pas/, Col. 2. 22. a Shew of Wiſdom in 
Witt-Worſoip, Humility, &c? If fo great a 
Man, as the Apoſtle Pau/, would not pre- 

| tend 
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tend to ſuch an Authority from the Com- 
miſſion in Matth. 28. 19. I can never be- 
lieve, that any of thoſe who came after 
the Apoſtles, much leſs of our Inferiour 
Prieſts, have ſuch an Authority delegated 
to them from Chriſt, unleſs they confirm 

ſuch their Delegation by Miracles. 
VI. You may Query then, Did the Apo- 
ftle Pau! deny Baptiſm? I Anſwer, No : 
He owned . Baptiſm of Chriſt, and 
preached it up, and that it is but One, 
Eph. 4. 4, 5, 6. There is One Body, and One 
Spirit, even as ye are called in One Hope of 
your Calling ; One Lora,One Faith,One Baptiſm, 
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all: So that you ſee, 
that as he will have but Oe Boay, One Spi- 
rit, One Hope, One Lord, One Faith, One 
Goa, ſo he will have but One Baptiſm : And 
ſince he will have bat One Baptiſm, confor- 
mable to all the other Things, let us en- 
quire what this Baptiſm muſt be. Tr cannot 
be that of Water, for that he has declined, 
and alſo diſuſed : And in 1 Cor.1.14,15,16, 
17.tells us plainly,T hat he was not ſent to Bap- 
tize, 1, e. with Water, bat to Preach the 
Goſpel; and thanks God that he had Baptized 
Jo few Perſons as he had dow. You may then 
ask, What is the Baptiſm which this great 
Apoſtle 


C13) 

Apoſtle owns, or would Inculcate and plead 
for ? I anſwer, That as he would have but 
One, ſo that Oze Baptiſm is the Baptiſm 
of the Spirit, as he himſelf declares, x Cor, 
12. 13. For by One Spirit (fays he) We 
are Baptized into One Body, whether We be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether Me be Bond or 
Free ; and have been all made to Drink into 
One Spirit, By Drinking into One Spirit, I 
underſtand an Immerging or Dipping into 
that Spirit, in the Love of it: By the 
Word Body, IT underſtand the Univerſal 
Church of Chriſt, the Congregation of the 
Faithful ; into which Body or Congrega- 
tion, both Jews and Gentiles, Bond and Free, 
are brought and incorporated, by this Apo- 
ſtolical'and Spiritual Baptiſm, and by no 
other means. 

VII. That this Spiritual Baptiſm is the 
Only Baptiſm of Chriſt, we prove from 
As 1. 4, 5. Where Chriſt himſelf advi- 
ſes the Apoſtles, That they ſhould not depart 
from Jerulalem, but wait for the Promiſe of 
the Father, which, ſaith he, ye have heard of 
me: For John truly Baptized with Water ; 
bat ye ſhall be Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt..- 
By which it plainly appears, that the Bap- 
tilm of Water, was truly, and only, Johr's 
Baptiſm; and that the Baptiſm ot Chriſt, 

was 


| GA 
was only that of the Spirit. This is evis 
dently proved in” the' Succeeding PraCti- 
ces of the Apoſtles, even by that of Peter, 
who was the greateſt Man of the Apoſtles 
in the Water-Baptiſm: For ſays Peter, Adts 
II. 15, 16. And as I began to ſpeak, the 
Holy Ghoſt fell" on them, as on us at the be- 
ginning : Then (ſays he) remembred I the 
ord of the Lord ; how that he aid, John 
indeed: Baptized with' Water, bat ye ſhall be 
aptized with .the, Hb%y Ghoſt. How clear a 
Iemonſtration is this! 

VIE. If any one ſhall Obje&, That this 
ſame Apoſtle Peter, did yet afterward Bap- 
tize with Water, thoſe very numerical Per- 
ſons, who had before received ' the Holy 
Ghoſt, as appears in As 10. 47, 48. To 
this We Anſwer, That no doubt the Apo- 
{tle Peter knew, as well as Papt,' how to 
condeſcend to the preſent Weakneſs of his 
People, and therefore he did it by way of 
Query, Can any Man ( ſays he) forbid Wa- 
ter, that theſe ſhould not be. Baptized, which 
have receiv?d the Holy Ghoſt as well as We? By 
which Qxery, it evidently appears, that there 
was at that time, even in thoſe early days, 
ſome Diſpute concerning the Ceremony of 
Water-Baptiſm: And when he comes in 


AQs 11. 15, 16, to make a Repetition of 
the 
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(15) 
the ſame thing again, he only reminds 
them of the Bortiſh of the Holy. Ghoſt, as 
being the only and material thing, and 
leaves out. (not ſo much as in the leaſt 
mentioning of it ) the Baptiſm with Water : 
But calling more CP_ to. mind the 
Saying of our Lord, inculcates to them, 
That Baptiſm with Water, was only 
Jobn's Baptiſm. | 
IX. And who can deny, that this very 
AQtion of the Apoſtle Perer, being done by 
him among the Gentiles, might be one of 
thoſe things, for which the Apoſtle Pa/ 
reproved him, and withſtood him to his 
Face? Gal.2.11. Baptiſm with Water 
ing. an Ordinance. of John's, and: Uſed a- 
mong the Jews : Whereas here he Pra- 
Cticed it among, and -upon the Gentiles : 
And why ( ſays Paul in Gal. 2. 14.) did he 
permit the Gentiles to do as do the Jews? 
But this mighty. Apoſtle Peter, writing af 
terwards to the Geatiles, came to teach 
them another Leſſon, and tells them in 
plain Words, what the true Baptiſm is, 
I Pet. 3.21. The like unto which Figure 
( ſpeaking of the Drowning of the World 
in the Days of Noah) even Baptiſm doth 
aiſo now ſave us; not the putting away the 
fth of the Fleſh (which External Water 
does) 
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does ) but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 
towards God, by the' Reſurrettion of Feſus 
Chriſt, He calls Water, or the Drown- 
ing of the World by Water, the Type 
or Figure, to which the true Baptiſm, 
viz, The Anſwer of a good Conſcience toe 
wards God, does Anſwer; and telis us, 
that it ſaves uw, Which all the Bap. 
tiſms with Water can never do; for how 
many Thouſands, yea how many Millions 
have ſubmitted to that, and have periſh- 
ed? So that we may ſay, as'th&© Apoſtle 
Paxl did, concerning Circumciſion, Gal. 6: 
15. That in Chriſt Jeſs as neither Circam- 
ciſion nor Uncircumciſion availeth any thing, 
but a New Creature ; So, neither does being 
Baptized with Water, ' nor being Unbap- 
tized with Water, avail 'any thing, but 
good Works unto Holineſs of Life. 

X. Moreover, he who was the princi- 
pal Adminiſtrator of Water-Baptiſm, was 


John the Baptiſt, and yet he himſelf came | 


to ſee the Declenſion and End thereof, 
from the Prophetick ſight of what was 
afterwards to come; the Lamb of God be. 
ing revealed to him, as he was to other 
Prophets, and that he himſelf was btit'the 
Fore-runner of the Meth, which was the 
Cbriſt, of whoſe Kingdom there ſhould be 

no 
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end : | And therefore he thus declared of 
himſelf, and of his Baptiſm ; Matrh.3.x1. 
ſpeaking of Jeſws, he ſaid, 1 indeed Baptize 
Jou with Water unto Repentatice ; but he that 
cometh after mt, is mughtier than I; whoſe 
Shoes I am not worthy to bear, he ſhell Bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 
And John 3. 30. (ſays John) He maſt 
Increaſe, but I muſt Decreaſe. By this I 
underſtand, that the Adminiſtration of 
ohn, which was Water-Baptilm, he 
ore-ſaw by the Spirit, ſhould Decline, 
Decreaſe, and Paſs away ; in the room of 
which, he fore-ſaw likewiſe, by the ſame 
Spirit of Prophecy, that the Adminiſtrati- 
on of Chriſt ſhould Come, Increaſe, and 
take Place, throwugh all Ages, which was 
the Baptiſm of the Spirit. | 

XI. If it is objetted; That Chrift and 
his Diſciples Baptized with Water. To 
this I Anſwer: That Chriſt himfelft Bap- 


| tized none; though :his Diſciples did : But 


the Obligation he was Borw' under, was, 
to fulfil the Law; for he was Born under 
the Law, and therefore he could not di- 
ſpence with the breaking or rejecting of it ; 
no not- in his own Perſon, without becom- 
ng a Tranſgreſſor, and ſo would have 
iuſtly lain Obnoxious to the Puniſhment of 

B it? 
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it : But he was ſo- far from it, that he told 
che People, That the Scribes and Phariſees 
ſat 'in/Moſes Seat ; and laid to them, Do 
what they ſay, but not as they do, Matth. 23. 
2, 3. He allo declared, that He came not to 
break the Law or the Prophets, but to fulfil 
them, and that not one ot or tittle of the 
Law ſhould paſs away, till all ſhould be fal- 
filled, Matth. 5. 17, 18. Now whether 
Baptiſm with Water was an Ordinance of 
Moſes ( as the Jews 1n their "Traditions af- 
firm) or not, it matters' not much, tho? 
there were divcrs Baptilms under the Law, 
as 'the Apoſtle to the Hebrews witneſſes, 
M:voy 61 Cpwpant th Foppddly 3, irgapers CamTionals, 
xt S1ixalw pact capitis, Wi%p kaiped Srophwntuns bmi 
«imvz, Sylumodd in Cibis; & potibus, & 
variis Baptiſmatibus;  & juſtitus Carnis, 
uſque ad tempus correttionis impoſitis ; 
Which ſtood. only in Meats and Drinks, and 
divers. Bapt iſons, and Caryal Ordinances, im- 
poſed on them till the time of Reformation, 
Heb. 9.'x0,/ However, as John Baptiſt was 
Born under the Law, if his Water-Baptiſm 
was Noval, and a peculiar Adminiſtration, 
of which he was to be the chiet and prin- 
cipal Miniſter; yet it was an Adminiſtra- 
tion under the Law, atid he was the Mi- 
niſter, who was appointed to prepare the 

way 
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(19) 
way to the Coming of the Meſ7zh, as the 
Prophets foretold, 1/a. 40. j Mal. 4. 5: 


Matth. 11. 10. Mark 1.2. Lake 1:76. & 
3. 4. & 7, 27. And if fo, it was reafons 
able that Chrift himſelf. ſhould ſubmit to 
it, as hedid to all the reſt of the Moſaick 
Ordinances, -and in efpecial to that of the 
Paſſover ; and he himſelf gives the reafon 
for it, Matth. 3. 15. For thus it becomes 
ws to fulfil all Righteonſneſs ; there beinga 
Righteouſneſs of the Law to be pertorm*dy 
by every One that was Bora under it, till 


he was offered up, who was to put a pe» 
r10d to it ; and therefore it: is to be obfers 
ved, that our Lord never: ſpake any thing. 
againſt any of the Ordinances, Rites or Ce+ 


remonies of .Moſes, whilft he lived uport 
Earth; nor any other who had an Ad- 
miniſtration under the Law ( as John Bap- 
tiff had) but himſelf obedicntly ſubmired 
his own Perſon to the Yoak thereof: And 


ver art Water-Baptiſm being an Admi- 


niſtration andOrdinance. under the. Law, 
and John being the chief Miniſter of it, 
it behoved him who was Born under the 
Law (as was Chriſt our Lord) to ſubmit 
to it, and to receive it even by the Admi- 
niſtration of John. 
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XII. It is alſo to be obſerved, That in 
thoſe days, wherein the {Holy Apoſtles of 
our. Lord and Saviour Jeſs Criſt preach- 
ed the:Goſpel, all the:then Religious Peoe 
ple -in the World, were under either. che 
Qeconomy of Moſes, -or the Adminiſtration 
of John tbe Baptif; and tlierefore the Wiſ 
dom of God fſaw' it :neceſſary, .that the 
Miniſters of. this New Religion, 1n their 
Promulgation of his New Law, which 
was the Goſpel, or the Meflage of Peace 
and Salvation to all Mankind; Should cop- 
deſcend for fome time to the Ignorances, 
Wea and Prejudices of the then Rel 
ions World, leaſt taking 2 talſe Scent, they 
ould have ſpurned at thoſe. Ambaſſadors 
of Heaven, accounting them as Irreligious 
and Profane, in periwading to forſake at 
once, both the Religious Worſhip of 34s- 
ſes, Inftituted by God himſelf, and the 
Exemplary Piety of Jobn the Baptiſt, who 
called them by Baptiſm to.an Immediate: 
Repentance and . Amendment of Life ; by 
which occahton.they might have come to 
Blaſpheme, and to be utterly driven off 
irom Chriſt: To prevent all which, the 
Wiſdom of God faw it neceflary to conti- 
nue for ſome time, ſome of thoſe Rites, 
Ceremonies and Ordinances, to which the 
| People 
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People were ſo extreamly Wedded; and. 
afterwards as'they were brought to believe 
in:;Chriſt, and'became ſtrong in the Faith, 
their Eyes being. opened to ſee. into, the 
Myſtery. of Chriſt's Death and Relurrectt, 
oft; the Apoſtles of our Lord declined the; 
uſe of many of thoſe things ; and by a gray 
dual diſuſe. off them, came at length to, 
leave-them off, as plainly appears by what 
the Apoſtle Paul. has. ſaid upon this lubjeQ, 
Eph. 2. 15. and Col, 2, 14, 20, 22. Cons; 
cerning which, we ſhall ſpeak more fully 
in what follows. | 

XII. In the next place, Let. us conſider: 
how great a Man this Apoſtle Pau! was. 
I, He was called immediately by Chriſt 
from Heaven, Ads 9.4, 5,6. II. Hetells: 
us,.in 1Cor.2. 16. That he had the Mind of 
Chriſt: And therefore in difuſing and re- 
jecting Water-Baptiſm, '1n Cor. 1. 14, ad 
17, It is:not 'to be doubted, but that. he. 
fully ated according to the Mind. of his 


|Maſter, whoſe faithtul Servant he always 


approved himſelf to be. - IH, He farther 

tells us, in 2 Cor.:11, 5, 22, 23. That he 

was not a Whit behind the very chiefeſt po- 

les ; Are they Hebrews ? S0-(fays he): am 

I: Are they the Seed of Abraham ? So am 

I: Are they the Miniſters of Chriſt? I am 
B 


2 more. 
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pretended Ceremony, rather than to a Suc- 
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more, TV. He affirms alſo, in 2 Coy. 12. 
11. That' in \nothing he' was behind the very 
chiefeſt Apoſtles. Sothat he'did not account 
his wanting a Commiſſion or Authority to 
Baptize with Water, any abatement or 
leſſening of the Power or Honour of his 
Miniſterial FunQion ; but even Vies; in 
the want of that, with the very chiefeſt 
of them; and tells us, jn 1 Cor. 2. 4, 7, 10. 
That his Preaching was not with enticin 
Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in demonſirats- 
on of the Spirit, and of Power : He ſpake the 
—_ of God in a Myſtery, even the hidden 

ſdom, which God' ordained, before the 
World, unto our Glory, and which God had 
revealed unto him by his Spirit. If then 
this Man was fo great an Apoſtle, and of 
ſo much Reputation both with God'and 


Man, Why ſhould we not adhere ro his 


Judgment, and follow ' his PraQtice in this 


cefſion of Tgnorant and' Mercenary Prieſts ? 
Who, as-'the beſt of them'cannor pretend 
to his Call; Ordination,'nor Gifts, are as 


his' Cloak, which he left-ar\Troa, and: his 
Books ang Parchments afvey him. Ly 


by 
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XTV. But to proceed, This great Apoſtle, 
almoſt every where declares himſelf againſt 
Ordinances, Rites and Ceremonies ; yea, tho? 
they had a ſeeming ſhew of SanCtity in 
them, 4 Shew of Wiſdom in Will-Worſhip, 
Heamility, Mortification, &c. 1n Eph. 2. 1 5: 
he ſays, Having aboliſhed in his Fleſh, the 
Enmity, even the Law of Commanaments, con- 
tained in Ordinances; he maae in himſelf, of 
twain, One New Man, jo making Peace. 
Fhat is, Chriſt by his coming in the Fleſh, 
and offering himſelf up for us, fo fulfilled 
the Law, as to put a period to all the 
Rites and Ceremonial Worſhip of ir, and 
aboliſhed the Law of Commandments con- 
tained in Ordinances, and fo thereby eſta- 
bliſhed his Goſpel-Worſhip ; which was a 
Worſhip only in Spirit and in Truth, as 


| himſelf has -faid, John 4.23, 24. Bat the 


Hour comes, and now is, when the true Wor- 


ſhippers ſhall mepy the Father in Sparit 


and in Truth; For the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
to Worſhip him: God is a Spirit, and they 
that Worſhip him, muſt Worſhip him in Spt- 
rit, and 'in Truth. And this Spiritual 
Worſhip ſeems ' to be the Only acceptable 
Worſhip, ſeeing the Apoſtle has plainly 
told us, '2 Cor. 5, 5. That God has given 
unto ws the Earneſt of the Spirit, And 
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1 Cor. 12. 7, and 13. The Manifeſtation/of 
the Spirit is given to every one to profit withs 
all : For to one is given, by the. Spirit, the, 
Word of Wiſdom : To another, the Word. of . 
Knowledge, by the ſame Spirit : To another, 
the Gift of Healing, by the ſame Spirit : To 
axother, the working of Miracles : To another, 
Prophecie : To another, the diſcerning of Spi+ 
rits : To. another, divers kinds of Tongaes : 
To another, the Interpretation of Tongaes« 
Naw all theſe things works, that ong and, the. 
ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to. every, Man ſe; 
wverally as it will : For by one Spirit we are all 
baptized into one Boay, 
XV. But to this purpoſe the ' Apoſtle 
ſpeaks yet more fully. in. Col, 2. 14, 20, 2x, 
22. where ſpeaking of Chriſt Jeſus, he-! 
ſays, Blotting out the Fland-writing of Orz, 
ainances, which was againſt us, which was 
contrary unto us, He took it out of the Way, 
Nailing it to his Croſs. Wherefore, if you 
be Dead with Chriſt, from. the Rudiments of 
the World; Why, as living. in the World, 
are je ſubjett to Ordinances ? Touch nat, 
taſte, not, handle not; which are all to pes. 
riſp with the uſing, after the Commandments. 
and Dottrines of Men ? Which ..things, have, 
indeed a ſhow of Wiſdom, in Wall-Worſhip, 
Humility, negletting of ihe Boiy and not itt 


- - 


any 
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ut. hanonr to, the, ſatisfying: of. the Fleſh. 
"his; great. Man. could hardly: ſneak, any 
thing of Rites and Ceremonies, without 1ny 
rejghl | againſt them ; ſpeaking in Phik, 
2. 3. of Circumciſion, he faith, We are the 
Circumcifon; who Worſhip God in Spirits, and: 
Rejoycei in; Chriſt Jeſus, and have no. Confi- 
dence in; the Fleſb. who Worſhips God- 
in: the. Spirit, he: is of the. Circumciſion, 
though he: was; never Circumcifed in-the 
Fore-skinof his Fleſh; And ſo we may-1ni 
like, manner ſay of Baptiſm, He mba Hforfpips: 
God in, Spirit, is of the true Baptiſm, , tho* he 
wes, never Baptized with Water, for:be-bas-no: 
copfidence in thoſe warks of. the Fleſh, The- 
Rites.and Ceremovies of.the Law were a. 
Burden, and ſuch a Burden, as: ſays: Peter, 
Ads 15. 10, Neither: our Fathers nor we: 
were. able tobear;; And: can we believethar:: 
Chrift.came to take away, and'eaſe us of 
thoſe, and then. again .to Burthen us. with : 
others?- But ' I know:the ObjeQtion which': 
Is: uſually -brought-againſt this: place:-of the - 
Coloſſians, viz. That he here ſpeaks of the: 
abolifhing of the: Moſajck-or : Legal. Cerc- 
monies.and;Qrdinanees z::and not of-Gaſpel, 
Chremonies: and "Ordinances. 12 this we ' 
Aaſwer,., The Coloſpara were: Gentiles; of | 
the Heathen; Religien, .aod: not Fewer) and! 


therefore 
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therefore this Diſcourſe could not tbe ad- 
' dreſſed to them, as /of' the Jewiſh Religi- 
on, and 1o'could not have that exatt ref- 
ference; as'to Jewiſh” Rites and Ordinan- 
ces : But- fuppoſe it was directed as againſt 
Jewiſh Rites and Ordinances, it ſtands us 
in noleſs ſtead againſt Baptiſm, and fome 
other Ordinances ot the 'Chriftian'Church. 
For in the firſt '*place- you mult then prant, 
That | hereby the whole'/Oeconomy of the 
Jewiſh'Church, relating to' Rites, Ceremo- 
nies and Ordinances, are here aboliſhed and 
taken quite away. Secondly, That if'any 
of thote Rites were either retained or uſed 
by the Apoſtles, or their Followers, ' or any 
ways brought into the Chriftian Church, 
yet they were void in themſelves, aboliſhed 
by the'Death of Chriſt, and not to becon- 
tinued'; but were only introduced for a 
ſeaſon, 'in Condeſcention to the Jews, and to 
the Ipnorances, Prejudicts and Weakneſſes of 
the then Religious World, 'and are only fo 
tobe confidered,' vis; That they might not 
bedrivenoff from Chriſt, - * LOIN 

X'VI.':-From 'this'place'of 'Scripturethen 
we obſetvey";1, [That*this ' Diſcourſe' was 
direfted: againſt :.certain* Ceremonies and 
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manifeſt becauſe the Epiſtle it ſelf ts dire&- 


ed and addrefled to that particular Church. 


2, That the Ceremonies and Ordinances 
were ſuch as were Inculcated by theſe 
three Propoſitions, Touch not, taſte not, 
handle not :* Theſe three things had a rela- 
lation to Ordinances, for they are a conſe-' 
quence to. theſe Words, Why, as living in 
the World, are ye Sabjett to Ordinaxces ? ' q. 
Theſe Ordinances, be they what they will, 
were ſuch as were uſed in a Religious way 


of Worſhip; becauſe, ſays the Apoſtle- in” 
the following verſe, They had indeed a ſhew' 


of W, ifdom in Will-W, orſhip, Humility, Moy-' 


tification, &c. And why a ſhew'of Wiſdom ?' 


Becauſe of the Piety pretended ro be 'in 
them, leading to Humulity, ' Mortification, 


viz, a negletting'of the Body, without any 
honour as to the- Satisfying of the Fleſh; 


which, in my Opinion, 1s a great _ 
of Mortification : And why in Will-Worſhip ? 
Becauſe they were after the. Commandments 


and Doftrines of' Men ;' and uſed as a part 
of their Religious Worſhip and Devotion : 
But'now let theſe be what they 'will, Chriſt 


Jefas our Lord has nailed them to his Croſs, 


vis. diſpoile&them, aboliſhed, 'and utterly 


undone them for ever. 


XVII. 


- 
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<XVII. The next thing, which we are to | 
inquire into,, is, What theſe Ordinances 
were, ; which being yet uſed or. retained in 
the Churches of-Chrift, were thus aboliſh- 
ed? Truly this is $0. be underſtood or learn- 
edifrom theſe words, Touch not, taſte not, 
handle;not: And-1in conſidering of them, 
we muſt conſider. what.they are Inferences 
from,+ that. we- may- figd out their Roor, 
Now. in thiaking upon this, it is manifeſt; 
that. forthe; reaſons afore-mentioned, of Ie- 
narance, Weakneſs : and Prejudice, the Apo- 
ſtles. had condeſcended- to - fome- Jewiſh 
Rites, which. had-their; prevalence under 
the.Law; ,as:thole of Bapriſe: with Water, 
The Puſſover,:and/The Impoſition or laying on 
of, Hands.; - Phat- Baptiſm was a Jewiſh 
Re, -is evident/, from Scripture ; the Apo- 
{file'to the: Hebrews, Heb. 9. 10. tells us, 
that: that; there. were- divers Baptiſms whith 
were \115Poſod' upor bem until the time of | Re. 
farmation.--. And-it-ſeems to me that John's 
Baptiſm was-0nly,a revival of ſome One of 
thoſe, which by diſuſing was: become 'ob- | | 
ſalete; but-however,.wherher:it was-{0-or 
it; Jobn's Baptiſm 'wasa Ceremony under 
the: Law, becauſe, Chriſt was not yer of- 
fered up. The Paſſoveer:was' another Or» 
dinance, which by Condeſcention came 

1R'S4 into 
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into the Church 'whence came the Eve 
and Drinking in remembrance of (Chriſt, ; 
becauſe Chriſt did-this ini obedience-totke 
Law, to fulfill the RighteauſneGof it, and 
that at his laſt ;:Supper ;- therefore,. forthe: 
Weakneſs of fore, it was admitted; 'and an 
afteritimes called :; The Lord's Sapptr, of 
which we have not time to. ſpeak in this 
place, {The Inpifition or Laying on of hanali, 
was ! another. Fewtſh : Ceremony. derived 
from Moſes; and without! doubt pratifed 
in-the JewiſhChurch, when they choſe the 
Members of their Saxhearim, The Spirit 
of Wiſdom was given to Joſhua, by the 
laying on of the. hads of Moſes upon him; 
Dewt. 34. 9. And Jolhua the Son of Nun mes 
full of the Spirit of Wiſdom, for Moſes bad 
latd bis hands apon bim. Iſrael alfoſtretch- 
ed out his hands, and 'laid them upon ithe 
Headsof Joſeph's Children, Ephraim and 
Meannaſjeth, in blefliog them, Ger. 48. 14- 
And in thke manner the Holy Ghoſt was 
given by the laying on the hands: of the 
Apoſtles, As 6.6. & 8. 18. & 9.17.2 Tim. 
1.6, This Moſazc Ceremony was indulged 
to.the Apoſtles, who had thereby the:Powy 
er to give the Holy Ghoſt ; but with'them 
that Gift ceaſed; and when that ceaſed, 
the Apoſtle, through the Wiſdom which 
Was- 


| (39) 
was | given to - him {owt alſo ' the 
Mind: of Chriſt ) thought fit 
remony ſhould alſo ceaſe: Therefore, when 
he ſaid, Touch nor, it had reſpet' ro Water- 
Baptiſm, that he would have them to: be 
10 far from/Dipping/in the Water, z. e. be- 
ing Baptized with-it, that he would” not 
have them-ſo muchas to roweh it, When 
he'faid, Tate not, it had;reſpe&t to the 
Paſſover, [which in our. day they call 'The 
Lord's Supper ; | being a-mere Jewiſh Rite 
brought into the Chriſtian Church, -from 
our Lord*s cating it, which he was 'obli- 
ged to do ( being Born''uader the Law) 
upon the pains ot Diſobedience. 'This'the 
. Apoſtle: was ſo far from having. to: be. con- 
tinued or.caten, that. he would not have 
them ſo” much as to Tafte ir, When he 
{ſaid Handle not, without doubt it had re- 
ſpet to that Moſaick or Jewiſh Rite, of \Im- 
poſition or Laying on of Hanas :. For though 
it was Proper, Juſt, anda Duty in them ; 
the Apoſtles of our Lord, who had: the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; yet-to thoſe'in 
after-tames;. -- who ſhould '\not have that 
Gift, it would be only. a piece of. Mockery, 
or Pageantry at beſt : And therefore fore- 
ſeeing by the Spirit : of Prophecy, cither 
that the -Apoſtacy from that my and 
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Power ſhould come in, and over-run the 
World; or that the Gift ſhould ceaſe in 
their Perſons, the Apoſtle 'fore-warned 
them there of, and perſwaded its diſuſe, ig 
theſe words, Hand not, or as it 15 m our 
Tranſlation, Handle nor. Ns 

XVIII. This Explicetion of Toach not, 
taſte, not, handle not, ſeems to. me to be-the 
natural'Senſe of the words; 'if it be nor, 
it is very doubtful what the meaning of 
them can be : Without doubt they refer- 
red to ſuch a number, or at leaſt to three 
Rites, Ceremonies orOrdinances,then brought 
in by the Teachers, into the Chriftian- 
Church ; and if fo, theſe Ordinances were 
Originally either Jewiſh, or Chriſtian Rites : 
But let them be which they wil}, the Spirit 
and Power in the Adminiſtrators ceaſing, 
the Apoſtle was for having the Rites or 
Ordinances themſelves to ceaſe ; and there- 
fore here, in the aforegoing Text, explodes 
them to the laſt degree. I know it muft 


be left to every individual Man's thoughts, 
to be ſatisfied 1n himſelf, what three ſeve- 
ral Ordinances, thoſe three ſeyeral Propo- 
fitions muſt relate to; as to my own par- 
icular, I have pondered it in my Mind for 
long time, without a Spirit of Prejudice, 
but with a ſincere deſire of being ſatisfied 
CON- 


= |. _ ; 
concerning the ſame,; . but after 
Viry: Jn xo on k co erat, and 
m 1 any Ceremonas to 
7 ORR thoſe es ropaſitions, 10 nacurally 
refer, as to Water-Baptiſm, The per, a 
Impoſition of Hands : x an Mag. 
me ng more. cobab lean gn ſhew 
Iſhall be glad to receive it. I ſuppoſe my 
{clf to - a Rational May, and therefore 
would no more .impoſe ppon another's Un- 
derftanding, than I would/be impoſed up- 
on ; but muſt declar Tf what I have faid 
here, be not the A 7s ſenſe, That I a 
totally Ignorant of it: T bus much I thought 
good to ſay concerning Water-Baptiſm, 
which I have levelled to the meaneſt Ap- 
rehenſjon ; and I hope by what is here 
Hexog have Elucidated the matter, to a 
full underſtanding, of the Truth, which 1 
y the God and Father of Our Lord Je: 
s Chriſt to make as beneficial to others, 
"= it has been ſatisfaftory to my ſelf. . It 
it profits the unprejudiced Seeker afte 
Truth, I have my deſign; if not, I have 
.caſt my Bread upon the Waters, which 
after many Days I hope I ſhall find again. 
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"With theſe Medicaments we cured one Zlitaberb Þ 
; 43 Shoomakers Wife in Angel-Alley in BetbStehemy'ef a deep” 
"0 Conſumption: We cured one Ambroſe Webb, at rhe tt 3 
| Compaſſes in Weſtbury-ſtreer, of a greet bleeding at v 
: and'the Scurvy. Wecured a Servanc of the ſaid Ambrofet £ 
| [- the Scurvy and Dropfie, We cured the ſame Servant fret? 
wards of malignant Ulcers in his. feer and roes, | Wercuredy 
a Mgn-who: had gotten the POR, after he had- been rwice” 
fluxt' with Oynements. We cured'another.,of the POX;5 
(who muſt here be nameleſs) whenihe' was broke out into. 
 Botches, Boyls and-Ulcers almoſt all over his ' whole body,” 
We cured a Youth, theſon of one-Wiliam Ogbon a Taylor, 
near the Black-Boy in Barnaby-ftreets of along redious Ague. 
and Madneſs." We cured one Ion nb 1 ofa languiſh-: 
ing diſeaſe, when hope of Lite was diſpaired of, We cured” 
one Fohn-Leekb, ar the Fiſhmongers- Arms without Cripple» © 
gare, extreamly diſeaſed of the Gour, 'We'cured one Robert 
Cotton at Greenwich of a long and redious Quatran-Ague 
We cured one Cox 10 Wel-and Bucket Alley in OF +. þ 
great ObſtruRions of the Liver & Spleen,and of rhe Scury : 
We cured one Fruin a Cutler, next door to the Bull 
Cheapſide, of the $curvy, Melancholly, and a Peftilential- 
Tumor under one of h1s Armholes, We cired a Corniſh«: 
mu (at one Mary Bouchiers it the Corner- houſe by Long-- 
Alley end ingrear Moor-fields)) of rhe Gour, although near; 
threeſcore years of age, and haVing gone tor about rwelve! 
years on Crutches.” We cured-one Tho' Chew ar the Greens. 
Man & Still, a Diſtiller without Smingfield-Bars, of the Gour,” 
We'cured one Fobn Clark a Taylot, at the Caſtle withoue 
Smirhfield-Bars, of a Surfeir and violent Feaver.. Weicured® 
oneFliraberh Speed at an Oy-ſhop in Dube flreet riear Lin» 
colne-Tnn-fields, of terrible fore and painful Breath, . We 
cured one” Elir. Frankton,'a Curtlers Wife in Petty. Frans: 
// of 2 violent Feaver and Surfeir. We cured ore 7obn Kni 
« 4 ”. , Ce | : 2 " , p . Y . 
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ce , Pains all over his 
- 223 (pit! one- a rechor 'inLong-Alley , 
pOropins, - - Wecuted ohe Oaks 36 Fox-yatd ih White- 


freer of eminent and pant Tumor in the Cogds.” . 
"Wc one Foan Ingram, near the Bear 10 Moor-fie ls of 
t - We curtg'one Anthony! Guflerty, ar rhe Cock in 
WW, rapping; of prong; m1 'We cured one. Abigeit Knighr; 
t rhe Hoſpiral-gare in Id, of a Pleuriſie. - 
B Together with motegtſna thouſand others, which Se- 
cxefie, "Btevity,. and ourprivate Intereſt eng es ts to 6b)n- 
frory thee rhings being only relared for co of the 
/*vopy aforeſaid} and ſatisfaction of the Incredulous. - 


VI: 
— Lani, the ſull uſe of theſe Medicaments i in. every Diſeaſe 
ationec Rong in alittle Book, which 1s alwayes 
where you may find dire&gions ar large. 
It Twrjvs De of of dex of Pills (contaimng five;fix; ſeven; or 
-niore- Purges) is Two' ſhillings fix-pence 4+ rite price of a 


{s of our -Spirit; the ſame ;: the price of a Glaſs . 
f Our D (com: concaining fix, ſeven, or ren Doſes 
Ore dlling fo nce:And of aBox our Balſa nl] 
Theſe ents are , faſc,and ;for 
phy wil eep F Yearty and work all their good effects 
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They we ſcaled. | 


